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The San Luis Obispo County Emergency Communications Council (SLOECC) is the 
coordinating organization for amateur radio emergency communications in San Luis Obispo 
County. SLOECC and its constituent groups -- the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 
(RACES) and the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) -- include over 200 licensed 
amateur radio operators. Located throughout San Luis Obispo County, SLOECC members 
maintain reliable radio systems that do not depend upon regular sources of electric power, and 
are prepared to respond to the need for radio communications whenever regular systems fail, 
including such emergency conditions as fire, flood, hazardous matenals spill, earthquake or 
other disaster. 


SLOECC-ARES/RACES TRAINING MEETING -- OCTOBER 1998 


SLOECC's next general meeting will be held on October 28, 1998, and will feature a detailed 
review/critique of the recent Diablo/FEMA Exercise Rehearsal. 


Be there Wednesday, October 23, at 1930, SLO County Sheriff's Department Administration 
Building, 1545 Kansas Avenue (off Highway 1). 


FROM THE ARES DEC AND SLOECC PRESIDENT 
So far, so good. 


The FEMA Exercise Dress Rehearsal on September 30th was a success. We had 22 
participants and we will have at least that many on the FEMA-monitored Exercise on 
November 4th. Unlike previous FEMA Exercises, this event had very strong amateur 

radio participation. All the folks involved did a great job. However, we did have some 
problems. Our message handling could have been a bit better, we had some minor problems 
with Packet, and we had some technical glitches in the Cross Band Repeater. At the SLOECC 
General Meeting on the 28th we will have a critique of the Exercise and we will be discussing 
how we can improve. If you can make the meeting you will definitely learn some new things as 
the participants share their experiences and as we find ways to improve. 


Thanks to Bill Peirce, KE6FKS, and Bob Alberti, WETTX, the revised SLOECC Operations 
Manual is now done. We will have copies available at the next general meeting. The Manual 
is a general coverage guide for all ARES and RACES operations and provides the basis for 
almost everything we do. Every member needs a copy! 


-- Jack Hunter, KD6HHG 


WEB WATCH 


The SLOECC Web-site has taken on some new color. Check out the ‘flesh’ on the homepage. 
We are honoring some new talent as well as some visiting ‘firemen’ with a few color shots that 
were captured during the FEMA practice/drill: 


+ Visitors from next county south of SLO, were Jim Black, N6VNU, Bill Rust, KC6BAY, (both 
of Santa Maria) and Dave Uitti, AC6IU (missed getting into a photo) from Guadalupe. They 
came a distance upon hearing the call to action on 147.360. All three worked very efficiently in 
the EOC during the exercise. 


+ A newcomer to our group, but by no means a novice when it came to handling the VHF Net 
Control position, Vicki Nier, KD7AMU, handled her calling very professionally. It was a 
pleasure to hear the way she handled her share of the traffic. 


+ That third photo on the site not only shows Bill Rust, KC6BAY, but offers a view of Pete 
Lawn WA6DFU and "Roxy" Griggs, K6ELO, listening to what our DEC, Jack Hunter, KO6HHG, 
is saying during a post-briefing at the end of a busy day's drill. 


For newcomers to the group (or to the Internet itself), the SLOECC Web-site resides at this 
URL: www.surfari.net/~wa/7nmj/ 

(Note that most browsers no longer require the use of the "hnttp://" character sequence at the 
start of the site's URL.) 


Got some good ideas for the Web-site? Send an e-Mail to the WebMaster, via one of the e- 
MViaii links on the site. Tnank you & 73 
-- Bob Gromer - WA7NMJ 
SLOECC Vice President and WebMaster 


EVER WONDER IF IT'S ALL WORTHWHILE? 
Think about these moments in recent history: 


+ Atacritical point during the recent FEMA exercise rehearsal, the Incident Commander 
decided to evacuate Zone 3 (roughly, the Avila Beach area). Immediately, two key agency 
officers in the EOC briefing room reached for the telephones on the table in front of them to 
notify personnel in the field. If this were a real emergency, and the public had been notified 
of a radiation leak at Diablo Canyon, do you think the regular phone lines would be open for 
those critical calls? 


+ During the recent disastrous floods in South Texas, a major city's 911 system was rendered 
inoperative. 


Are we ready? 


BEYOND DIABLO 


Sometimes we think we're all alone out there. Take our relationship with Diablo Canyon for 
instance. Did you know that 35 of the 50 states are within the emergency planning zones of 
nuclear power plants? Or that nearly five million Americans live within ten miles of an 
operating nuclear plant? So multiply our FEMA exercise by the number of nukes around the 
country, and imagine the number of hams involved in emergency preparedness similar to our 
own here in San Luis Obispo County. 


Recent articles in CQ VHF Magazine have documented emergency drills similar to our 
biannual FEMA/Diablo Exercise in Philadelphia, PA and Westchester County, NY. Does this 
sound familiar? 
"At 8:53 a.m., an “unusual event" was declared as a result of an unplanned, monitored 
release of radioactive gas. It was a small release that posed no threat to the public." 


So begins the description of a recent exercise near Consolidated Edison's Indian Point nuclear 
plant. Hams provided communications via voice and packet, assisted with field monitoring of 
(simulated) radiation via dosimeters, and helped with radiological decontamination and school 
evacuations. 


Read about this one in CQ VHF, August 1998, pages 52-56. 
- Bob Alberti, W6TTX 
Editor, SLOECC Newsletter 


[Editor's Note: My only relationship with CQ VHF is as a subscriber. | pass along items from 
the magazine which are relevant to our local ARES/RACES function. | encourage you to 
check out the magazine, and to consider becoming a subscriber. I'd like to see them stick 
around. CQ VHF magazine is an excellent resource on ham radio activities on 50 Mhz and 
above. For info or subscriptions: Phone 516-681-2922, Fax 516-681-2926, e-mail 
cqcomm@delphi.com; or on the Web at http://members.aol.com/cqvhi/ 


SLOECC OFFICERS -- 1998 


Jack Hunter, KD6HHG (South County), President 

Robert Gromer, WA7NMJ (South County), Vice President 
Richard Dickey, W6RKA (SLO), Secretary-Treasurer 

Bill Palmerston, KEBWJ (North County), Director (1996-1998) 
Dave Spencer, KF6PKU (Cal Poly) Director (1997-1999) 

Max Sicher, WD6Z (Estero Bay), Director (1998-2000) 


The SLOECC NEWSLETTER is distributed monthly to members and fnends of the San Luis 
Obispo County Emergency Communications Council. E-mail is the preferred method of 
delivery; please notify the Editor of any change in your e-mail status and address. 
Deadline: 10th of each month. Submissions may be edited for space or style. Contact: Bob 
Alberti, W6TTX, via: E-MAIL at W6TTX@fix.net PHONE at 461-5993 

FAX at 461-0554 

USMAIL at 9001 Rocky Canyon Road, Atascadero 93422-4715 


WATCH YOUR CALENDAR, YOUR WATCH, YOUR COMPUTER... AND YOUR GPS 


Year 2000 is not the only potential time glitches may show up in electronic gear. CQ VHF 
magazine reported that GPS equipment is vulnerable to something called the "Week 1K" 
problem. ; 


It seems that the Global Positioning System is set to "roll over" at midnight on August 21, 1999, 
creating inaccurate date/time data and or inaccurate position info. GPS gear may "hiccup" at 
that moment, or may fail completely, according to CQ VHF Senior Contributing Editor Gordon 
West, WB6NOA. Worst case, says West, some very old GPS equipment ("very old" is 
undefined in the article) may take 15-30 minutes for satellite lockon, "every time you turn it on." 


Suggestions: ‘Check out your GPS gear to see if you're vulnerable. Write down all the 
memory info (lat-lon data, etc.) in your unit so you have a non-volatile record. And read 
the article iri CQ VHF (July 1998, page 26ff) for more details. 
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